g\

K\\
i

/i

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

4

A
8

/
Vi

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

PGSO THE ROYAL

or—— SOCIETY

Concluding Remarks
R. D. Wills

Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. A 1981 301, 703
doi: 10.1098/rsta.1981.0154

i i i Receive free email alerts when new articles cite this article - sign up in the box
Email alerti ng service at the top right-hand corner of the article or click here

To subscribe to Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. A go to: http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/subscriptions

This journal is © 1981 The Royal Society


http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/cgi/alerts/ctalert?alertType=citedby&addAlert=cited_by&saveAlert=no&cited_by_criteria_resid=roypta;301/1462/703&return_type=article&return_url=http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/301/1462/703.full.pdf
http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/subscriptions
http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. A 301, 703 (1981) 703

Printed in Great Britain

Concluding remarks
By R.D. WirLs

A few years ago it looked as though satellite y-ray astronomy would suffer a lull in activity
between succeeding generations of experiment, interest being concentrated in the important
parallel investigations with balloon-borne and ground-based experiments. However the longevity
of COS-B is now creating an unexpected work load for many of its experimenters. While
continuing to process and analyse the data, they are becoming increasingly involved in the
development of hardware for GRO, which, as has been reported, has just passed what should
be the last major hurdle on the path to becoming an approved mission. This has led the
Caravane Collaboration to a greater appreciation of the interest in the COS-B results, which
has been shown throughout the astrophysics community, and of the major activities in the
interpretation of the results, which are now under way in many laboratories and institutions
outside the Collaboration.

It is an open secret that the continued operation of COS-B is in some respects an embarrass-
ment to E.S.A. Designed for a planned mission lifetime of two years, the satellite is still
functioning nominally after more than five. Although provision for supporting such lengthy
operations was never envisaged in the long-term budget of the Agency’s science programme,
the Director of Science has managed somehow to find funds to continue orbital operations and
to keep his books balanced. Earlier this month the Science Programme Committee recommended
that he look again at the budget for 1981 with a view to continuing the extended mission,
which currently appears to be completely technically feasible. I am sure it is not only the
Caravane Collaboration who will be deeply appreciative and grateful if he brings off the
miracle once more. _

It is especially fortunate that COS-B has not been switched off (as it nearly was on more
than one occasion in the last twelve months) because when the supernova in NGC6946 was
discovered at the end of October it was possible to reorient the satellite to bring that galaxy
into its field of view. It is too early yet to give any indication about possible results but the
sensitivity of COS-B is such that even a negative result will give an upper limit to the y-ray
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— flux, which will place a significant constraint on models of the supernova development.

; P Since this was a short meeting I have not tried to review or summarize the exciting results

O H and ideas presented. I would just like to express the gratitude of participants and organizers

(=4 E alike to all who presented papers and to those who took part in the lively discussions. We all

Q) appreciate the initiative of the Royal Society, and the British National Committee on Space

E @) Research, in organizing the meeting at this significant epoch in the history of y-ray astronomy.
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